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Topic Background  
Over the last 15 years, the international community has seen an increase in migration. While the 
movement of people is not a new concept, the vast numbers in recent years has been cause for 
the international community to investigate why. Migration due to climate issues has been said to 
be one of the most significant reasons for the increase in human movement over the last 25 
years1. Climate change is the leading cause of migration in the sub-saharan African region and 
parts of Asia, such as Bangladesh2. Countries in these regions are impacted by climate for a 
variety of reasons. One key reason is agriculture, in nations such as Bangladesh, nearly 54% of 
people are employed in agriculture, compared to 2% of people in the United States3. Small 
changes in climate, such as heavy winds or strong rain, greatly impact the agriculture industry, 
hence impacting nations with high agriculture employment disproportionately more.  
 
There are a variety of different branches of climate change that impact migration. Most notably,  
sea level rise and increase in global temperature. It is estimated that carbon dioxide will raise sea 
temperature between 17 and 29 cm in the next 40 years4. This most impacts small islands 
nations, who risk having their coastline and real estate submerged under water in the next 
century. As well, 16 of the world’s largest 22 cities are seaports, at risk of being impacted by sea 
level rise. People in these areas are impacted both through their living environments and jobs. 
Those who work in regions at risk of flooding or potential submersion lack job security and the 
liability of damaged business investments.  
Global temperature rise is also a large part of this problem. Climate experts have reported that as 
the global temperature rises, so will the optimal temperature for crops. While larger corporations 
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will be able to handle this due to their advanced technologies and GMO capabilities, smaller and 
usually less developed nations will not5. What this means is people who grow crops for a living 
will be displaced. While a decision to move due to an issue such as crop failure may be a choice, 
it brings up a variety of issues, such as the fact that those moving may not have other skills 
beyond agriculture.  
 
Research from the International Organization for Migration has shown that by the year 2050 
anywhere from 25 million to 1 billion people will classify as environmental migrants6. As far as 
international issues go, this is one that risks impacting a large proportion of those on our plant, 
and particularly a large portion of those most vulnerable7. Most countries that have strong 
agricultural economies are those in the developing world, as so as climate change impacts those 
industries it will be those people who suffer the most.  
 
Past Actions  
Climate Change has been at the forefront of international discussion for the last 50 years. Since 
the wave of industrial revolutions in the mid 1990’s, human action has had a huge impact on our 
climate, and ever since, a huge impact on migration.  
 
The United Nations reports that “The Atlas of Environmental Migration, which gives examples 
dating as far back as 45,000 years ago, shows that environmental changes and natural disasters 
have played a role in how the population is distributed on our planet throughout history.8”  The 
movement of people in light of environmental changes is something to be expected in history, 
what has changed however, is how human action impacts the environment.  
 
In 1990, the discussion of human made climate migration really began on an international level. 
The IPCC or Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change stated that the greatest impact of 
climate change could potentially be on human migration9. Near the turn of the century the 
international community began to look at how human actions were impacting this global 
migration trends. On such example of this was the monsoon season in South Asia. An estimated 
20% more rainfall has happened since the 1990’s, leading to poor crop yields and migration of 
people to other parts of the region, hoping to find more consistent climates10. 
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In 2015, Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 13 was created as a part of the 17 goals that 
would drive AN action over the next 15 years. SDG 13 talk specifically about the global need to 
reduce climate change impact, both on people and on the environment. Target 13.1 talks 
specifically about limiting the impact of climate-related hazards and has a target indicator 
measured by people impacted. Target 13.3 aims to raise awareness about climate change 
migrants and better create policy geared towards addressing the specific needs of these people11.  
 
One of the most recent UN action plans on climate change migrants was the COP 24. COP 24 
was the 2018 United Nations Climate Change Conference . It was the 24th Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change or Katowice Climate 
Change Conference12. This conference with over 20 thousand delegates has become an annual 
international meeting to discuss the impacts of climate change. During this most recent event, 
carbon admissions, a large part of rising sea levels were at the forefront of discussions, and the 
goals to reduce them included stricter national admissions targets13.  Nations abiding by these 
new agreements will have a large impact on sea levels, hence potentially allowing for far less 
people in coastal cities to be displaced in the future.  
 
Due to the abundance of countries impacted by this issue, many NGOs both on the local and 
international level, have missioned aimed at addressing the problems of climate migrants. 
Climate Refugees is one of such organizations that works specifically on food displacement due 
to the climate change crisis14. Part of this work is understanding the underlying impacts of 
climate migration, such as food insecurity and competition. The group works on both short term 
and long term solutions, bringing relief to those impacted and also lobbying governments and 
international organizations to implement policy change.  
 
Possible Solutions  
There are a variety of different issues which must be addressed to combat this issue. This 
includes understanding the different variables of this topic, first the need to address climate 
change as a whole and second, how to address those already displaced.  
 
A good place to start is in the lack of definition.The United Nations does not have a formal 
definition for what a climate migrant is, which is a large part of this problem. The international 
community has been unable to agree on which people should fall under this category, people 
displaced because of climate or people choosing to move because of climate? Should this include 
domestic displacement or international displacement? Without a formal definition, it is more 
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difficult for the international community to focus its efforts, hence making the problem more 
difficult to address.  
 
Secondly, delegates must look at addressing the core of this issue which is the human actions 
driving negative climate change. Sea levels rising and temperatures warming are the two subsets 
of climate change that especially impact and drive migrations. Looking at actions such as 
capping carbon dioxide emissions is one strategy used by the international community to begin 
solving this problem.  
 
While addressing the root cause is important, there are already climate migrants, who often are in 
a state of limbo as they cannot return to their communities and lack stable jobs. Delegates must 
look at the needs of this community. Working with NGOs to provide relief to these people is a 
primary step to address the immediate needs. In the long term looking at job training and 
education for these people so they can potentially find alternatives forms of employment from 
agriculture is also needed. Lastly, looking at how these people can be integrated into the global 
migration system and find permanent new homes, especially when their original regions and 
countries are destroyed to a level of no return.  
 
When looking at this issue it is crucial to remember that this impacts every nation on earth. 
Whether a country is a large contributor to pollution and emissions causing this issue or is a 
nation overwhelmed with climate migrants. Both sides of this issue need to work together on an 
international level to ensure that global policy is being implemented and all nations are doing 
their part to solve the issue and lower their impact on climate change. While helping those 
migrants impacted in the short term is crucial, what is key is finding a solution to stop the long 
term impacts so their children don’t suffer the same displacement.  
 
Further Research  

- Refugees and Migrants 
- Sustainable Development Goal 13- Climate Change 
- International Organization for Migration 
- Climate Refugees 
- COP 24 

 
Worksheet Questions  

1. How many migrants are estimated to be caused due to climate change by 2050?  
2. What is the IPCC?  
3. How much are sea levels estimated to rise in the next 40 years? 
4. What is the sustainable development goal impacted most by this topic?  
5. What is the COP 24?  


